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ATHENS
MAIN FINDINGS
 OF THE REPORT ON THE EVALUATION OF MULTILATERAL DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE

Development policy is a key pillar of foreign policy. Therefore, Greece is actively involved in international dialogue through its participation and financial contributions to international and regional organisations and institutions (e.g. EU, OECD, UN agencies, etc.) so as to achieve a more effective international development cooperation and the implementation of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the 169 targets of the Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development.
Greece has been a member of the Development Assistance Committee (DAC) of the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) since 1999, along with 28 other countries and the European Union. In this context, the overall Greek system of international development assistance is being reviewed (Peer Review) on a periodic basis. The 4th Peer Review of Greece took place in 2018 (April-November), i.e. seven years after the last one in 2011.
The Official Development Assistance (ODA) of a country, which, according to DAC/OECD, contributes to the economic development and welfare of developing countries, consists of bilateral and multilateral development assistance. Bilateral development assistance concerns the financial support (aid can be provided in many forms, including grants, loans and technical assistance) provided by a donor country to a developing country, while multilateral development assistance is channeled through contributions to the European Union, the UN agencies and other international organisations. 
Greece's development aid has changed significantly over the last ten years, in terms of both its size and its composition. Given the financial conditions since 2011, Greece has been focusing on multilateral development assistance, while Greek bilateral development assistance focuses mainly on in-donor refugee costs and scholarships. In recent years, Greece's multilateral development assistance has been representing a major part of the overall ODA. In particular, Greece's total ODA, which had reached US $ 703.16 million in 2008, fell sharply in the following years, reaching US $ 239.07 million in 2013, then rising to US $ 368.53 million in 2016. For 2017
, total ODA amounted to US $ 313.58 million. As regards multilateral development assistance, it accounted for more than 80% of total GNI in both 2013 and 2014, for about 70% and 56.8% of total GNI in 2015 and 2016 respectively and 72% of total GNI in 2017
. 
The ex post evaluation of Greece's multilateral development assistance was carried out by the Directorate-General of International Development Cooperation (Hellenic Aid) within the framework of the principles of transparency and accountability and on the basis of questionnaires addressed to: (i) ministries with contributions to international organisations and (ii) multilateral organisations themselves. 
The aim of this ex post evaluation is to: (a) undertake a comprehensive and systematic study, with emphasis on impact assessment; (b) monitor the implementation of the existing strategy, via an evaluation of the performance of multilateral organisations and the drafting of a new development strategy; and (c) inform citizens on the multilateral development assistance of Greece, in the framework of accountability.
Key results of the evaluation:

· Almost all Greek contributions to multilateral organisations stem from conventional obligations (or compulsory contributions arising from membership), with more than 90% of Greece's multilateral aid directed to the EU and the remaining amount allocated amongst 27 multilateral organisations. These contributions can be regarded as non-flexible and may be reduced only if Greece leaves the organizations concerned. 
· The majority of the multilateral organisations receiving Greek contributions do follow an evaluation policy based on different criteria, as defined by each organisation. Furthermore, a large proportion of ministries are regularly informed by these organisations through evaluation reports or newsletters and are given the opportunity for a more thorough monitoring of their multilateral partners’ work.
· All organisations contribute significantly to the achievement of the 2030 Agenda  and focus on the implementation of specific Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) according to their field of activity. Therefore, the country's contributions to multilateral organisations do have a positive developmental impact, in terms of the achievement of one or more of the SDGs.
Finally, in a general context, the evaluation of Greece's multilateral development co-operation is assessed as positive, as the criteria set out in the methodology (transparency, accountability, relevance, effectiveness, efficiency and sustainability, contribution to the implementation of the SDGs) appear to be sufficiently met. Consequently, the outcome of this evaluation is supportive to Greece's strategic choice to focus mainly on multilateral development cooperation, in the context of the recent economic and financial circumstances.
� The full Report is in Greek.
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